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have been greatly shortened and improved at the same time. Especially desirable 
is a reduction of the very great number of meanings and shades of meaning 
given there. These are usually accompanied by references to lines of the text 
where they fit, so that in a multitude of cases the student will find the exact shade 
of meaning that suits his context by looking along in the vocabulary under his word 
until he comes to a reference to the line he is working on. From a pedagogical 
standpoint this is open to strong objections, for it relieves the student from doing 
precisely the thing which in translation benefits him most, namely, using his own 
brain to determine what shade of meaning his context requires. It tends to make 
of translation a dry search instead of an exercise in judgment and common-sense. 

The question of accmracy and thoroughness need hardly be raised with this 
book. A scholar of Professor Sterrett's standing will make his school book 
accurate and thorough; and Professor Sterrett has taken great pains in this regard. 
He is probably aware aheady of the few slips that might be noted here. Mis- 
prints and false references are very rare. 

Clarence P. Bill 

Adelbert College 

The Deification 0} Abstract Ideas in Roman Literature and Inscriptions. 
By Harold L. Axtell. Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1907. 

This dissertation aims, first, to examine with especial reference to disputed 
points the certain and probable deified abstractions of the Roman rehgion; and 
second, to give a general survey of the origin and position of these deities as a class. 

Part I, which is concerned with the deified abstracts as individual cults, shows 
thorough research and discrimination in dealing with the ancient evidence, literary, 
scholastic, and epigraphical. We shall all agree with the writer in making the 
external evidences of worship the final criterion for deification. After a discussion 
of these abstracts in the state cults of the Republic and the Empire, we have re- 
constructed lists of abstracts worshiped popularly, privately, and occasionally. 
Under the abstracts of the state cult the proof that Victoria was not an offshoot of 
Jupiter Victor and that Fides was not necessarily a derivative of Jupiter con- 
ceived as Dius Fidius seems convincing. Personally I should wish to see an 
added list of those abstract ideas "specialized in a purely material way like Tran- 
quiUitas, sea-calm," for though in origin it may be true "that such objects are 
practically as concrete as any natural object deified, e. g., Nympha, " yet to the 
religious consciousness of the Roman of the RepubUc and the Empire there was 
a real difference between the two. 

Part n, which deals with the deified abstracts as a class, discusses their origin 
and the literary and epigraphical evidence. The writer brings forward strong 
arguments against the current tendency to regard nearly all abstractions as 
"spUttings" from the greater divinities. It is surely difficult to deny the primitive 
Roman the power to spiritualize mental concepts if we grant it to his primitive 
neighbor, the Sabine and the Umbrian. 
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It is unfortunate for future investigators that the dissertation does not contain 
an alphabetical list of the deities discussed with citations of the literary and epi- 
graphical evidence. One minor point perhaps demands revision. On p. 21 
the presence of the three flamens at the annual sacrifice to Fides is probably due 
to their common membership in the college of Pontifices (cf. Wissowa, pp. 444, 
445). But these are matters of detail and as a whole the dissertation represents 
a real contribution to our knowledge of one of the most difficult problems in the 
field of Roman religion. 

G. C. FiSKE 
UNrVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 



The Elements of Latin. By Clifford H. Moore and John J. 
SCHLICHER. New York: D. Appleton &Co., 1906. Pp. xii + 284. 
$1 . 10. 

Believing that a full school year should be devoted to the elements of Latin, 
our authors have prepared a book which is worth the consideration of teachers 
who have seen the futility of trying to goad pupils prematurely through the Gallic 
War. 

The vocabulary contains 882 words, selected from those which occur most 
frequently in Caesar and Nepos. The number of words used is somewhat sur- 
prising to one who reads in the preface the authors' convincing argument for a 
short vocabulary. The first twenty lessons include 244 words — too many for a 
pupil who is taking his first plunge into Latin inflections. Many vowels which 
the most competent workers in comparative grammar regard as short are marked 
long: e. g., hie, hoc (nom.), and "a vowel before a consonant i." Marcus and 
narro are written with short a. In the perfect subjunctive -i- is correctly marked 
long. Misprints are rare: curdbit, p. 23; murls, p. 31; caedebuntur, p. 98. 

The preface tells us that care "has been taken to avoid confusing the beginner 
by abbreviations;" but the reviewer fails to find a sin^e instance where an abbre- 
viation which could possibly be used has been avoided. None of the perfects 
and participles of the first conjugation are given in the vocabularies. 

The so-called inductive method is used in presenting sjTitax; and every "rule" 
is followed by references to th£ grammars of West, Bennett, Allen and Greenough, 
and Harkness. There are many constructions in Latin where the pupil who knows 
his vocabulary cannot go wrong, even if he has not learned a rule of s)mtax to 
apply: e. g., clauses with postquam; these have been freely introduced without 
explanation. The same idea could have been followed to advantage in the treat- 
ment of prepositional phrases. The authors have not hesitated to depart from 
the usual treatment of a subject whenever they have seen an opportunity for an 
improvement; they have been generally successful in making clear and helpful 
statements. But the definition of temporal clauses, "such as fix the time of an 
action or state" (p. 151), excludes many clauses usually called temporal. Speak- 
ing of future conditions with the subjunctive the authors say, p. 130: "these 



